^\IGC 


Sign In 


Join NGC 


out Coin Grading NCS Conservation Submit News Resources 



Grading Onsite at Baltimore 

Posted on 11/1/2004 

In last month's column I studied the cents and nickels of 1921, one of my favorite 
years for technical trivia. This time out, I'll look at the fractional silver pieces 
coined during 1921 and describe how they stand out from others of that period. 

NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at the Suburban/Washington 
Baltimore Show December 2-4. In addition to the $100 and $65 Same Day show 
services normally offered, NGC will also run a $40 Same Day Gold Special. 
Please read below for complete details: 

$100 Same Day Special: 

$100 per coin for all coins over $1500 in value. 

$65 Same Day Special: 

$65 per coin for all coins valued at $1500 or less. 

$40 Same Day Gold Show Special: 

$40 per coin for all Gold coins valued at $1000 or less; 5 coin minimum 

Guaranteed delivery within four hours of submission at shows may be purchased 
for $150 per coin under NGC’s Expedite Service. 

Submissions for Same Day services will be accepted on Wednesday, Dec 1st 
from 4-7pm, at the Sheraton. Please contact customer service for details. 
Submissions for Same Day services will also be accepted during show hours 
Thursday, Dec 2nd and Friday, Dec 3rd. Coins for $100 and $65 Same Day 
service submitted prior to daily cut-off times will be returned before the close of 
the show each day. Coins for the Gold service will be returned no later than the 
close of the show on Friday, Dec 3rd. 

*Please check with NGC show representatives for daily cut-off times. 
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New Registry Set Categories 
Now Open 

Posted on 11/1/2004 


Lots of new categories have been added to the Registry since the last eNews 
installment. Here are the latest additions... 


Lots of new categories have been added to the Registry since the last 
eNews installment. Here are the latest additions: 

• Early Half Dimes 1792-1805 

• Draped Bust Dimes 1796-1807 

One-per-date Registry sets for the following series: 

• Gold Dollars 1849-1889 

• Coronet Quarter Eagles 1840-1907 

• Coronet Half Eagles 1839-1908 

• Coronet Eagles 1838-1907 

• Coronet Double Eagles 1850-1907 

Also, Proof sets are now available back to 1864 and Year Sets (Mint Sets) extend 
back to 1837. Stay tuned for more additions! 
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Next Collectors Society 
Luncheon Planned for Summer 
ANA Show in San Jose 


Posted on 11/1/2004 

Our next luncheon is scheduled for the Summer ANA show in San Jose. All 
Collectors Society members, Registry participants, Message Board users and 
NGC dealers are welcome to attend... 

Our next luncheon is scheduled for the Summer ANA show in San Jose. All 
Collectors Society members, Registry participants, Message Board users and 
NGC dealers are welcome to attend. 

It will be held on Friday, July 29th from noon to 2pm. More specific details will be 
included in an invitation you will receive as the date grows closer. 

Our 2004 luncheon was lots of fun and we look forward to seeing you in 2005. 
You can expect good food and giveaways. Also, you will have the opportunity to 
mingle with other collectors as well as many of the staff at NGC. 

Save the date, everybody! 
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Next Collectors Society Luncheon Planned for Summer 
ANA Show in San Jose 

Our next luncheon is scheduled for the Summer ANA show in San 
Jose. All Collectors Society members, Registry participants, Message 
Board users and NGC dealers are welcome to attend... 

Read this article... 

The Coinage of 1921 , Part Two 

NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at the 
Suburban/Washington Baltimore Show December 2-4... 
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Grading Onsite at Baltimore 

In last month's column I studied the cents and nickels of 1921, one of 
my favorite years for technical trivia. This time out, I'll look at the 
fractional silver pieces coined during 1921 and describe how they 
stand out from others of that period. 
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The Coinage of 1921, Part Two 


Posted on 11/1/2004 


NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at the Suburban/Washington 
Baltimore Show December 2-4... 


In last month's column I studied the cents and nickels of 1921, one 
of my favorite years for technical trivia. This time out, I'll look at the 
fractional silver pieces coined during 1921 and describe how they 
stand out from others of that period. 

The Mercury dimes of 1921 were produced at both the 
Philadelphia and Denver Mints, and all were coined during the first few months of 
that year. No changes appear to have been made to the master hubs, as these 
suffered relatively little loss of detail. For 1921, however, the Mint did give the 
dime the same rakish serifs and jazzy curvature to numerals 1 that are seen on 
the nickel. 



Unfortunately, the 1921 dimes, particularly those of the Philadelphia Mint, are 
characterized by strong central strikes (including full bands) but very weak 
peripheries, including borders, lettering and date. This resulted not from any 
changes to the master hubs or dies, but rather is the consequence of improper 
basining of the working dies. Basining is the process by which the faces of the 
dies are given their radius, or concavity. Depending on how it is done, the 
planchet metal will flow toward either the center of the dies or their peripheries. 
Basining was performed by the individual minting facilities after the dies were 
delivered from the Philadelphia Mint's Engraving Department. This fact accounts 
for the distinctive look that coins of the same design will have when coined by one 
mint versus another. Basining was a real art, and each mint had its own, 
unintended style. 

The quarter dollars of 1921 present a real puzzle. Coined only at Philadelphia 
early in the year, no branch mint quarters were struck from the end of 1920 until 
the latter part of 1923. As was true of the other denominations from cent through 





half dollar, this drought resulted from a redundancy of silver and minor coins, 
which had been produced in record numbers during the years 1916-20. 

When struck from unworn working dies, 1921 quarters display an impressive 
amount of detail not seen on most entries in this short series. The modified 
design, introduced midway through 1917 and used through the end of coining in 
1930, seldom struck up well and prompted rapid deterioration of the working dies. 
For some reason, however, 1921 quarters frequently were the exception. Though 
subject to weakness at the lower half of their date, this issue typically is quite bold. 
Incidently, this coin type employed a symmetrical, Roman numeral I in its date 
from inception through 1924. When the date was set below the level of the rim in 
1925 to protect it from wear, a conventional Arabic style 1 was adopted and used 
for the balance of the series. 

I'm not certain that any changes were made to the master hubs in 1921, but it 
does appear that the master dies were sunk a bit more deeply than in other years. 
This same scenario was noted for the 1921 nickels in last month's column. I 
believe the weaker pieces simply represent later states of the working dies that 
produced very sharp impressions when new. Weakness at the lower half of the 
date is the opposite of what typically is encountered with the quarters of 1917 
Type 2 through 1924, which are subject to weakness at the upper half of their 
dates. This inversion may be the result of improper basining, as 1921 Philadelphia 
Mint coins of most denominations tend to be bold at their centers and weak at 
their peripheries. 

Excluding the silver dollar, coinage of which was unrelated in any way to actual 
demand, the half dollar was the only denomination coined at all three mints during 
1921. While the numbers produced were fairly small that year, the half dollar was 
clearly given extra attention in 1921. Evident since the beginning of production in 
1916 was the fact that the lines in Liberty's gown did not translate well from the 
artist's model to the finished coin. Liberty is actually dressed in an American flag, 
but this is difficult to distinguish from the very faint lines intended to represent red 
stripes in the flag. 

This flaw was addressed permanently beginning with the half dollar coinage of 
1923, when the lines were strengthened on the obverse master hub used for the 
remainder of the series. In 1921, however, a stop-gap measure was employed 
which produced a feature unique to that year. The lines of the skirt were 
sharpened by hand on the master die for that year alone, resulting in stripes that 
were more evident than in previous years but still not as sharp as 1923 and later. 


Also reinforced by hand in 1921 alone were the rays of the sun. Though these 



appear in relief on all dates of the series, the halves of 1921 have unique, incuse 
outlines to them that are most evident as the coins wear. In fact, so strange 
looking are these outlines that I initially thought that they had been cut into 
individual coins by persons trying to improve their grades. It was only after I 
compared numerous worn and unworn examples from all three mints and from 
various sources that I became convinced this cutting was done by the Mint. For 
such outlines to appear incuse on the coins, they would have had to be raised on 
the working dies and were thus engraved into the working hubs, a most unusual 
practice. 

David W. Lange's column "USA Coin Album" appears monthly in Numismatist, the 
official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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